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obliged to travel beyond the boundaries of his own language, 
whatever use he may have occasionally have made, and 1 think 
very judiciously, of its inexhaustible materials to increase the va- 
riety of its combinations, and to give, in consequence, to his dic- 
tion a degree of strength and luxuriance, which it might not, 
otherwise, have possessed. Idwal. 

CHRONOLOGY. 



As the study of chronology has ever been considered essential 
to a just acquaintance with history, any attempt to elucidate it 
with reference to ancient times needs no apology. On this ac- 
count, the following Chronological Table, extracted from the Red 
Book of Hergest *, may be acceptable to those, who take any in- 
terest in the ancient history of this country, and particularly of 
Wales. As this document has, however, already appeared in the 
Cambrian Register f, its republication here may be regarded by 
some as superfluous. But, independently, that the work alluded 
to may not be in every one's hands, it has been considered, that 
this table might be rendered more interesting by the addition of a 
few notes, illustrative of the events it records, and which may 
also have the effect of determining the degree of credit to be at- 
tached to its several dates. In this respect, however, the years 
of our era, as adopted in the Cambrian Register, will be retained, 
yet without vouching for their perfect accuracy, which, indeed, 
in a matter of so much uncertainty, was not reasonably to be ex- 
pected. And, on this point, it may be well to premise, that the 
table itself, by taking no account of odd months, contains a radi- 
cal imperfection, independent of what may have arisen from other 
causes. It is, therefore, probable enough, that some, if not most, 
of the early dates are not quite accurate, though others are to be 
vindicated by the concurrent testimony of other documents. 

It appears, that this Table was compiled during the latter part 
of King John's reign, and that the writer must have had access 
to authorities, that no longer exist, a circumstance, which cannot 
fail to enhance its value. It may be mentioned, in conclusion, 
that the last two or three events in the Table are omitted in the 
following copy, as having no immediate connection with Wales. 

*** 

» See Cambro-Briton, No. 14, p 76. 

+ Vol. ii, p. 312. 

Vol. n. f f 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE FROM A. D. 426 to 1211: 

Extracted from the Red Book of Hergest. 

AD. 

From the age of Vortigern to the Battle of Badon, which 
Arthur and his nobles fought with the Saxons, when Ar- 
thur and his nobles were victorious, 128 years*. 554 

From the Battle of Badon to that of Camlan, 22 years f. 576 

From the Battle of Camlan to the death of Maelgwn, 10 
years. 586 

From the death of Maelgwn to theBattle of Arderydd, when 

Gwrgi and Peredur were slain, 7 years %. 593 

From the death of Gwrgi arid Peredur to the Battle of Caer- 
lleon, 9 years §. 602 

* The battle of Badon, or Badon-hill, fought near Bath, is, according to 
Nennius, one of Arthur's twelve battles, and in which he is said to have slain 
six hundred with his own hand. Be this as it may, however, the victory of 
Badon was of great importance to the British cause : and Higden informs us, 
that a peace was thereon concluded between Arthur and Cerdic, wherein the 
title of the former, as sovereign paramount, was acknowleged. — The Rev. 
W. Wynn of Llangynhafal, a learned Welsh antiquary and poet, who died in 
1760, in a letter published in the Cambriau Register, (Vol. ii, p. 516,) states 
bis opinion, that this battle, which he calls that of Baanesdown, was fought in 
the year 520, which makes a difference of 34 years from the date above given. 
The truth may, perhaps, be found between these two dates ; and it must now 
be impossible to ascertain the precise year. 

■f The battle of Camlan was the last, in which Arthur fought, and which 
proved fatal to him. See Cambro-Briton, vol. i. p. 204. According to Mr. 
Wynn, and likewise the Cambrian Biography, this battle took place in 523. 

% For some account of the battle of Arderydd, called in the Triads one ot 
the " three frivolous battles," see Cambbo-Briton, vol. i. p. 442 and No. 1 3, 
p. 10. Mr. Wynn thinks it was fought in the year 677. Gwrgi and Peredur 
were twin brothers, sons of Eliver, a distinguished chieftain of North Briton : 
according to another account they fell in the battle of Caergrau, fought against 
the Saxon Prince Ida, in consequence of the desertion of their followers on the 
eve of the battle. And this event has been fixed at 584, seven years after the 
battle of Arderydd. — Maelgwn Gwyttedd, whose death is placed above in 
586, is supposed to have died at least sixteen years earlier. See the Cambrian 
Biography, and the Cambrian Register, vol. ii. p. 623. However, the autho- 
rity of Dr. Powell, Sir John Price, and Matthew of Westminster concurs with 
the account in this chronology. 

§ Matthew of Westminster states, that the battle of Caerlleon, which he 
calls Caerlegion, was fought A. D. 603, between the Britons and .£thelfrid 
King of Northumberland, and that a great number of the monks of Bangor 
(Iscoed) were then massacred. According to Bede, too, Brochwel, son of 
Cynghen ab Cadell, Prince of Powys, commanded the British forces on the oc- 
casion : and the battle is farther said to have been fought at the instigation 
of St. Augustin. 
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A.D. 

From the Battle of Caerlleon to the Battle of Meigin, 14 

years. 616 

From the Battle of Meigen to the time when Cadwaladr the 

Blessed went to Rome, 48 years*. 664 

From Cadwaladr to the death of King Offa, 128 years. 792 

From Oifa to the time, when Teganwy was burnt by light- 
ning in the age of Owain ab Maredudd, 20 years. 812 
From the burning of Teganwy to the death of Merfyn 

Vrych, 33 years t. 845 

From Merfyn to the time, when his son Rodri was slain, 27 

years. 872 

From Rodri to the time when his son Anarawd revenged his 

death, 3 years J. 875 

From the Battle of Conwy till Mervyn, the son of Rodri, was 

slain, 17 years. 892 

From the death of Mervyn to the death of Cadell, the son of 

Rodri, 10 years. 002 

From the death of Cadell to the death of Anarawd, 6 years. 908 
From Anarawd to Hywel ab CadelPs pilgrimage to Rome, 

18 years §. 926 

From Hywel's pilgrimage to his death, 19 years. 945 

From Hywel's death to the Battle of Camo, 7 years ||. 952 

From the Battle of Carno to the Battle of Idwal's sons, one 

yearf. 953 

From the Battle of Idwal's sons to the death of Owain, son 

of Hywel Dda, 24 years. 977 

From Owain's death to the reign of Cnud, his son, 27 years. 1004 
From Cnud to the Battle of Machawy, when GrufFydd, son 

* For a short notice of this event see Camsbo-Brjton, vol. i. p. 248. 

t According to Dr. Powell's History, Merfyn Frych was slain in the battle of 
Kettel, fought against the Mercians, under their King Berthrid, in the year 
843. 

J This was the Battle of Conway, called by the Welsh Dial Rodri, or Ro- 
dri's Revenge, fought, according to Powell, in 878, against the Saxons and 
Danes. The Britons were commanded by Anarawd, son of Rodri, who, in 
gratitude for his success, bestowed considerable possessions on the collegiate 
churches of Bangor and Clynog Vawr, in Arvon. 

fj For an account of this event see Cambro-Bbiton, No. 1 6, p. 147. 

|| This battle was fought on the Carno Mountains between leuaf and Iago, 
Princes of Gwynedd, against the sons of Hywel Dda, who sustained a com- 
plete defeat. The date is fixed by Powell at A . D. 949. 

^ This second battle took place in Dy ved, which wai laid waste by tamf 
and Iago. 



220 THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

A.D. 
of Llywelyn, was victorious, and the bishop of the Eng- 
lish was slain, 42 years. 1046 

From the Battle of Maehawy to the death of Gruffydd*, 
9 years. 1055 

[From the coming of Christ in the flesh to that year, 1055 
years.] 

From that year to the death of Gruffydd, son of Llywelyn, 

6 years f. 1061 
From Gruffydd's death to the arrival of William the Bas- 
tard in this island, 5 years; and he reigned 21 years. 1066 

From William the Bastard till Bleddyn ab Cynvyn was 
slain, 7 years. 1073 

From Bleddyn to the Battle of the Mountain of Carno, 6 
years. There Gruffydd ab Cynan and Rhys ab Tewdwr 
conquered Trahaiarn, son of Caradawg J. 1079 

Frtjm the Battle of the Mountain of Carno to the time, when 
Rhys ab Tewdwr was slain, 13 years. 1092 

From the death of Rhys to that of William the Red King§, 

7 years : he reigned, 13 years. 1099 
From the Red King to the death of Caradawg, the Monk, 

25 years. 1124 

From Caradawg to the death of Cadwallon ab Gruffydd, 

and the death of Maredudd ab Bleddyn, 8 years. 1 132 

£From the coming of Christ in the flesh to that year, 1133 

years.] 1133 

From the death of Cadwallawn to the time, when Owain 

and Cadwaladr destroyed Aberteivi, 6 years. 1139 

From the destruction of Aberteivi to the slaughter of the 

French in Tal Moelvre, 2( > years ||. 1159 

* This is supposed in the Cambrian Register to refer to Gruffydd ab Rhydd- 
erch, who was a prince of Gwent, and contemporary with Gruffydd ab Llyw- 
elyn, by whom he was slain. 

t This notice in Italics is added in the Cambrian Register, in order to sup- 
ply a presumed defect in the original MS., wherein there would otherwise be 
an omission of six years. Gruffydd ab Llywelyn was killed by Caradog ab 
Rhydderch in the year above mentioned. 

J Trahaiarn succeeded to the sovereignty of Gwynedd on the death of his 
uncle Bleddyn ab Cynvyn, and maintained a long and furious contest with 
Gruffydd ab Cynan, which, however, terminated in his own defeat and death 
in the bloody battle of Carno. 

§ William Rufus. 

|| This was one of the battles gained by Owain Gwynedd, and, no doubt, 
the same, which gave occasion to the ode of Gwalchmai translated in the inl 
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A.D. 

From the Battle of Tal Moelvreto the taking of the hostage* 
in the wood of Ceiriog, 8 years. 1167 

From the Battle of the wood of Ceiriog to the sacking of 
Rhuddlan by Owain and Cadwaladr, 2 years *. 1169 

From the sacking of Rhuddlan to the death of Owain, 
5 years. 1174 

[Cadwaladr died after Owain one year, besides from Cle- 
ment's Eve to Shrovetide.] 

From Owain's death to the birth of Llywelyn ab lorwerth, 

2 years and a half. 1176 

From the birth of Llywelyn to the time when Owain son of 
Madog was slain in the Battle of Gwern y Vinogl, 14 
years. 1190 

From the death of Owain ab Madog to the Summer of the 
Irish, 7 years f- 1197 

f_In the preceding year happened the Battle of the Cretanau. 
The third year died Rodri son of Owain.] 

From the Summer of the Irish to the taking of Paen Castle, 
5 years. 1202 

[The preceding year Llywelyn destroyed Mold J.] 

Two years after the taking of Paen Castle died Gruffydd 
Cynan§. " 1204 

The next year after the death of Gruffydd ab Cynan died 
David son of Owain. 1205 

volume of this work, p. 23 1 ■ The poet, indeed, teems particularly to allude to 
it, when lie says— 

" Ac am Dal Moelfre 
Mil fanieri." 
Probably too, when the bard, speaking of the three hosts, that opposed 
Owain on that occasion, says, that one came— 

" — dros for o Norddmandi," 
he meant what are called French in this Chronology. Owain Gwynedd, ac- 
cording to Powell's History, reigned over North Wales from 1137 to 1169, * 
variation- of five years from the date above given. 

* Cadwaladr, here mentioned, was a son of Gruffydd ab Cynan, Prince of 
Gwynedd from 1075 to 1137. 

+ What the « Summer of the Irish" (Hafy Gvyddyt) means is, at present, 
unknown to the writer of these notes. Perhaps among the readers of the 
Cambro-Briton some one may be able to solve the mysteiy. 

J For a notice of this event see the first volume of this work, p. 137, where 
the date is fixed as above. 

§ This person was not the celebrated prince of the same name mentioned in 
a preceding note, but, in all probability, a son of Cynan, son of Owain 
Gwynedd. 
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A.D. 

From the death of David to the interdiction of Mass over 
England and Wales in consequence of the disagreement 
of King John and Stephen, Abp. of Canterbury, 5 years. 1210 

[That interdiction continued 7 years over England and 5 
years over Wales.] 

The next year, succeeding the first year of the interdiction of 
Mass, Llywelyn ab lorwerth and Hywel ab Gruffydd went 
to Rome with John King of England, that the king might 
do homage to John King of England. 1211 



CAMBRIANA— No. I. 

Forsan et hat dim meminisse juralrit.— Virgil. 

Once more, perchance, these trifles may delight — Anon. 

There is nothing, about which people, of all sorts, sizes, and 
colours, are more agreed, than they are about the truth of that 
often-quoted and never-to-be-sufficiently-applauded maxim of 
" de gustibus non disputandum est," or, in plain English, 
" tastes differ." And, however paradoxical it may seem, there 
can be no doubt, that it is this very difference of taste, which 
keeps us all in such wonderful harmony and good humour. Nor 
is there any point, on which men shew this difference more than 
in their taste for reading; their appetites for eating are not more 
diversified. One man prefers your good solid tome, well stuffed 
with matter scientific, antiquarian, or philological, which, to bor- 
row an illustration from the learned fraternity of gourmands^ may 
be assimilated most happily to a substantial baron of beef. An- 
other has no stomach for any thing grosser than a volume of his- 
tory, a book of travels, or even the last new poem, which appear 
to be much of a quality with a haunch of venison, acalve's head, or 
a dish of wild fowl. A third, — take for example a metaphysician 
or a novel-reader, — relishes nothing but your whips, trifles, and 
syllabubs : and a fourth doats only on those miscellaneous com- 
pounds, which may be aptly compared with the old English dish 
of hotch-potch, or the olla podrida of Spain. Now, to come to 
the point, it must be the obvious duty of every literary cook, who 
undertakes to cater periodically for such a diversity of appetites, 
to have his larder at all times well and variously stored, — to suit 
alike the gross feeder, the professed epicure, and the mere mince 



